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March 2019 
A MOST gratifying adoption!! 

3/11/201 9 

 

A MOST gratifying adoption!!  

I took over a new colony after its caretaker died, and one  of the twelve (?) -still 

confirming t he number -cats was SUPER friendly!! He'd come bouncing up to me, 

head-butting and jum ping up to greet me...stuck with me the  whole tim e I was 

there...a magnifice nt silver/black/cream tabby. He even jumped in my car once  or 

twice. I hated to leave him...not  the safest place: feeding stations on either side of 

the road, car eless drivers...  

I  had sick ones at home, so hesitated to  scoop him  up. He was the picture of 

health. Had certainly been with a family at some point.  

One woman who applied to adopt (wanted kittens) sounded good...I broached the 

subject of adopting this guy , had been calling  him Ventura Joe, and she came out 

to m eet him.   He went to her as readily a s he had to me, and....she too thought he 

https://web.archive.org/web/20190528193902/http:/www.beeholistic.com/blog/a-most-gratifying-adoption


was a wonder.   I  hadn't had him looked at by a vet ev en, but didn't want to stress 

him by bringing him home, confining h im (not warm or fu zzy) taking him to a vet, 

then on to he r house.    

She needed litter...NOT a problem;   I brought some and my beautiful handsome 

guy to her house the next night!! He hadn't been nuts about being picked up, but 

went right into the carrier wh en I told him what  was up...helps to have one which 

opens  from the top!!  

He did howl en route,  just a few miles, to a small house tucked into the El Cer rito 

hills on a half acre of incredib le gardens!   

We sat down, keeping her big dog at some distance, and  opened the top of  the 

carrier. He emerged casually, and made himse lf   RIGHT at home! The word  magical 

is overused, but...wow! The adoptive woman had be en worried about him on that 

street, and so had I.   He ate and ate, as they do when they'e not sure if f ood will 

continue ...and expressed his pleasure, and I 'm  sure, rel ief, in many ways.   

Things like this I look back on when the going gets rough!  

 

 



February 2019 
He Divine Elder Matthew 

2/8/2 01 9 

 Want  to share a happy 

story...keeps us going!  

This handsom e dude is M atthew.   I 

got a call from a woman who  said 

that  a cat she was feeding was 

sick. I took her some antibiotics, 

being in denial about t aking in 

another cat; am trying to reduce 

my population.  I  got to her house, 

and met Matthew, looking as he 

does  below. Obv iously he needed a 

lot more than a cou rse of 

ant ibiotics. He was thin, lethargic, 

matted, and coated with mud and 

dirt, and his mouth  was badly infected. The sweet woman who had called me h ad 

been feeding him, and had given him a small bed besid e her house . He let me pick 

him up and put him in to my carr ier.  

Got him home.   I don't give baths unless absolutely necessary, but...he let me 

bathe him at length. Lots 

of muddy water down the 

sink. T hen wrapped him 

in a towel and spent 

maybe two hours pic king 

the ma ts and burrs off of 

him. He let me do that 

too.. .what a blessing! 

When he'd had enough, I 

put him in a big cage in 

the living room, c hest 

height, covered the cage, 

and let him eat and rest.  

Rest he did, bless him. I 

assured him that he was 

safe and would b e cared 

for from now on.   He had 

been with human s, it was 

obvious. How long on the streets? He was neutered and had his ear tipped. T he tip 

suggests that he had been thought of as a 'feral'  when taken to be neutered.  

https://web.archive.org/web/20190528193902/http:/www.beeholistic.com/blog/the-divine-elder-matthew


 

Matt hew's abdomen was diste nded, and I  feared that he might have cancer 

or f eline infe ctious peritonitis...and he needed immediate dental care.   So 

while under sedation, h e received an ultrasound and x - rays. YAY!!! He was 

just badly constipated! An easy fix.   That took care of itsel f.   Never f eed dry 

food...He had eight teeth remo ved, and g ot two kinds of antibiotics for the 

gum infection.   I can speak for him to say that h e was also greatly relieved...  

 

Matthew was sooo easy -going! 

Nothing fazed him: not the other 

cats, the new env ironment, t he 

sore mouth...It was  only two 

days b efore he v entured out of 

the cage, and just days after that 

that he didn't need to go back in, 

didn't need a safe place. He tried 

all the spots: cat tr ee, couch, 

bookcase (!), counter...felt at 

home here!  

 

Rare and lov ely to find one in 

such bad physical s hape, yet 

in such great emotional shape! Matthew is a very old cat...the chiropractor 

he sees s ays  that his spine is in fine fettle, but that it feels like a very old 

spine. He sleeps a lot, but can jump lik e he' float ing! Up onto the counter 

like a butter fly! He ea ts well, loves, LOVES, being scratched on his chin, and, 

from the first day, rolls ov er to get his ample belly rubbed! he's a big cat, 

with v ery long lets! I can't wait to see his fur after it beco mes lustrou s and 

thick! What a mensch! Welcome to  your new life, beloved Matthew!! Long 

may you reign!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



January 2019 
Amazing Tales, New Cats, & Warnings! 

1/29/201 9 

 

  

 This guy is Joe...and  indeed, he's a 

regular Joe...grounded and 

hap py.   He showed up at my col ony,  

eager to connect, but 

frigh tened.   After I was able to pick 

him up, I brought him home...what 

a love! Gets along with all the 

others, strong and healthy, (now) 

neutered, and read y for his own 

home.   

 

Joe's got eyes on you!  

The dignified gentleman bel ow is recuperating from who know s how long  on the 

streets. A kind woman was feeding him, but he was losing ground.   I had taken  him 

some medicine, but when I saw him, I knew he needed  to be taken in hand. The 

woman agreed, and I carried him 

home.   He let m e bathe all the mud, and 

comb al l the mats , off him, and after he 

gained strength, he went in for "the 

works"... he had bad tee th: eight of 

them, unfortunately, came out; he had 

an ul trasound and x - rays, as his 

abdomen seemed "of f". I was afraid it 

was ful l of fluid, but no! He was just 

constipate d. All fixed now! His mouth was 

badly infected, and is getting better 

every day. We L OVE him! He is an older 

man, and perfectly comfortable w ith the 

other cats here! I can't wait till his  

gorgeous long fur is shiny  and thick 

https://web.archive.org/web/20190528193902/http:/www.beeholistic.com/blog/amazing-tales-new-cats-warnings



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































